% After 24 years, Writers’ Camp held in Kashmir

Participants to engage in creative writing, literary discourse for 5 days

Yusmarg, June 23, 2013

For the first time in 24 years, J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages organized an All State Writers’ Camp in
Kashmir to provide participants an ideal atmosphere for creative literary work and discussion.
The camp, inaugurated at the picturesque health resort of Yusmarg in central Kashmir on Sunday, will buzz

with literary discourses and writing and recitation of poetry and prose.

About two dozen writers and poets of ten languages including Kashmiri, Dogri, Pahari, Gojri, Sheena, Ladakhi,

Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi and English are participating. The five day camp will conclude on June 27.

The last time an All State Writers’ Camp was held by the Academy in Kashmir was in 1989 at Cheshma Shahi.

Secretary J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages, Khalid Bashir Ahmad, who attended the inaugural, said
that the idea of a writers’ camp was unique and aimed at providing participants idyllic environment for
creative writing and inter-language discussion. He said the writers share their experiences and creative works
with their camp mates from different languages. This, he said, creates an ambience for serious literary activity

and also provides opportunity for budding writers to interact with their seniors.

Khalid said that the first Writers’ Camp was held in 1970s as an annual activity. However, he said, the activity

remained suspended in Kashmir since 1989 when the last writers’ camp was held at Cheshma Shahi,



overlooking the Dal Lake, even as it continued in Jammu, albeit with breaks. He said the revival of the Writers’
Camp in Kashmir was one of his priorities which had now materialized. He said unlike in the past, an eminent

writer of a language will visit the campers and interact with them on literary issues.

The Secretary welcomed the participating writers and hoped their stay in the camp would be pleasant and

very fruitful in terms of their creative pursuits.

The participating writers introduced themselves to each other and also spoke about their areas of literary
interest and individual contribution. They hailed the Academy’s initiative to hold the writers’ camp and hoped
that it would enrich them by way of sharing each other’s experiences and views on literary issues.

The participants include Noor Shah and Rukhsana Jabeen (Urdu), Khalid Hussain and R. S. Rajan (Punjabi),
Shahnaz Rashid, Mohiuddin Reshi and Ali Shaida (Kashmiri), G R Bdana and Hakim Jan Muhammad (Gojri),
Sadiq Ali Sadiq (Balti), Arvind Sharma and Nida Nawaz (Hindi), Thinless Gurmet (Ladakhi), Vijaya Thakur, Rattan
Doshi and Raj Rahi (Dogri), Sheikh Azad and Mashkoor Shad (Pahari).

Khalid Karar (Urdu) and Ghulam Muhammad Jawan (Sheena) will join the camptomorrow.

At the inauguration of the camp, among others, Additional Secretary, J&K Academy, Dr. Arvinder Singh Amn,

chief editors, Javed Rahi, Muhammad Ashraf Tak, Farooq Mirza and Senior Editor Zafar Muzaffar were also

present.
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